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Principal’s Report 
Over the past few weeks Information Nights have been held across all levels of the school. We hope you found these 

sessions informative and that they provided you with an understanding of the teaching and learning programs 

planned for the year in addition to the many varied extra-curricular opportunities. I would like to thank the parents 

who attended and acknowledge the efforts of staff in what is always a busy time of year.  

It is timely to highlight the importance of regular communication with your child’s teacher. Teachers will contact you 

promptly should they have any concerns and I encourage parents to do likewise. The partnership between home and 

school is an important element of a successful school. All teachers at Ruskin Park are committed to working with 

parents in order to create the best possible learning environment for our students, your children.   

Family and Friends Network 

This week we held our first Family and Friends Network meeting. Thank you to everyone who was able to attend and 

to parents who couldn’t attend but have expressed a willingness to provide support throughout the year. There are a 

number of activities planned and a full calendar of events will be available shortly. 

Our next meeting is Tuesday 19th March at 9:10am. This meeting is open to anyone who would like to be part of this 

group.   

Activities planned for this term include a Subway lunch on Thursday 4th April and the Easter Raffle. 

Twilight Sports 

We look forward to seeing many of our families at our Twilight Sports on Thursday 7th March. This is a wonderful 

event to have at the start of the year. Families are encouraged to arrive from 5pm with a picnic dinner. The evening 

will provide the opportunity to mingle with other families in a relaxed and casual atmosphere. Mr McDonald has 

been busy preparing a number of activities that will run throughout the evening.  I am sure it will be a memorable 

event.  

Production: Save the date! 

2019 is a production year. Please mark in your diaries Monday 26th August. All students will have the opportunity to 

take to the stage, in costume and perform in front of what I am sure will be a captivated audience.  Further details 

will be sent to families later in the year.  

Upcoming Dates 

February 
Monday 25th      Parent / Teacher Interviews 3:45pm to 8pm                                             

Thursday 28th    Parent / Teacher Interviews 3:45pm to 5pm  

 

March 
Friday 1st             Clean Up Australia Day 

 

Monday 4th         Year 6 Transition to Mooroolbark College 

Thursday 7th       Twilight Sports     

 

Monday 11th       Labour Day Public Holiday 

Friday 15th           Year 5 Transition Yarra Hills College 

 

March 
Monday 18th        House Cross Country      

Friday 22nd            Harmony Day 

Friday 22nd            5/6 Round Robin 

 

Monday 25th        Year 6 Canberra Camp departs 

Friday 29th            Year 6 Canberra Camp returns 

 

April 
Thursday 4th         Subway Lunch 

Friday 5th              End of Term-  2:30pm dismissal 

                               Free Dress for Good Friday Appeal 



 

 

Swimming 

This week our school swimming team, comprising of students from Years 3 to 6 

represented the school at the Montrose District Swimming Carnival. It was an 

enjoyable day as our students participated against a number of different schools. The 

standard of competition was high and although there were some nerves, our team 

performed well. Their enthusiasm and sportsmanship were most pleasing.  

Internet Safety 

In recent months there has been significant media attention related to internet safety 

and digital licences for students. There is no doubt that schools can play an important 

role in supporting parents and students to navigate the online world. At Ruskin Park, you will see regular inserts in 

our newsletters from our eSmart team providing resources and ideas for parents. At school, we provide a detailed 

program for all students with age appropriate content. This includes the importance of not sharing personal 

information, photos etc. and being aware of our digital footprint. A key component of our program involves students 

in Years 5 and 6 completing a digital license through the Alannah and Madeline Foundation.  

While the online world does pose risks, it also presents many valuable opportunities. As a school, we aim to work 

with parents to provide our students with the necessary tools to navigate this space.  

Home Reading 

Over the past few weeks I have been fortunate to have many discussions with parents about the new school year 

and how their child is settling. It is great to see such positivity and enthusiasm across the school. It is during these 

discussions we often highlight the importance of home/school partnerships. Parents play a critical role in their child’s 

development and I encourage you to be actively involved in your child’s education. With this in mind, a logical 

question is what can you do at home to help your child? The answers, which there are many, will vary depending on 

your child’s age. However, home reading is a great place to start.   

A strategy that parents may find useful at home with young readers relates to the 'Three Ps', Pause, Prompt and 

Praise. When reading with young children there is always the temptation to jump in and help them with a word 

when they are unsure. That is of course, our role. However, it is important that we pause and allow the child time to 

try and decode the word in the first instance. Prompts are extremely useful in this situation and can be as simple as 

encouraging them to look at the sound of the first letter in the word, using the illustration or asking them to suggest 

some words that may make sense. Please remember to praise any effort they make and be as specific as possible, for 

example, 'I like how you tried to break the word into different sounds'. Using this strategy will assist students when 

reading unfamiliar words and hopefully also make the home reading experience an enjoyable one. After all, it is 

hugely important.         

Andrew Moore 

Principal 

 

Foundation News  

We were very proud of our Foundation students today when they attended their first whole school assembly which 

was very exciting for everyone concerned. They all stood proudly as the Australian National Anthem played 

demonstrating their understanding of the importance of the occasion. Our students were welcomed into the whole 

school community by a heartfelt round of applause.  



 

 

It has been lovely to watch as our students develop confidence in the school setting. They love using the bubble taps 

and exploring the two playgrounds and sandpit area. Watching 61 tiny Foundation students with their big yellow 

hats running across the oval to line up at the end of recess and lunchtime is a remarkable sight.  

In English, we are reinforcing one to one correspondence when reading. Our students are very busy trying to master 

their first twelve high frequency words. They are now beginning to recognise them in simple texts and games. During 

writing lessons, our students are actively being encouraged to use models in the room and their knowledge of the 

sounds to record the dominant sounds they hear.  They are beginning to understand the importance of leaving 

spacing between words and the need to formulate their ideas before they begin writing. Our students love sharing 

their work with others and receiving constructive feedback. This week we have been busy learning how to write our 

name correctly using Victorian cursive script and there are satisfied smiles all around when they master the correct 

formation of a letter.  

In Mathematics, we are continuing to revise recognition and sequencing of the numbers 0 to 10 using games and 

interactive computer programs at the beginning of each lesson. This week we began our unit related to the concept 

of capacity. Language such as full, half-full and empty has been explored using concrete materials. We are 

encouraging our students to make predictions about how many items a container will hold and improve their 

accuracy by considering the height and width of containers. 

Our Year 6 students are to be commended for the support and kindness they have shown towards their Foundation 

buddies as they shared lunch together and escorted their buddies to 

the playground this week. Our Foundation students love spending time 

with their buddies and the feeling is mutual.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior School  

Year 1 

Year 1 students have continued to focus on establishing positive 

routines, not only for their Reader`s and Writer`s Workshops, but for 

many of our classroom activities. They are trying so hard to discuss and 

reflect on their learning.  

In Literacy, Year  1 have been continuing our author study of Julia 

Donaldson. We have enjoyed the stories, thought about their main 

features and have been retelling aspects of the stories in our own 

words. We are working on using the 5 W`s (Who, What, Where, When, 



 

 

Why) in our reading reflections and as prompts for our story writing. You can support 

your child at home by making sure you discuss aspects of their daily reader with them, 

ask them questions relating to the 5W`s and prompt deeper thinking by asking 

questions such as…What if…? How did you know that…? Why do you think that 

….happened? What would you have done in that situation?  

In Maths, we are building on our counting pattern knowledge, counting from different 

starts in 1`s, 2`s, 5`s and 10`s to 100 and beyond. We have been enjoying maths 

investigations related to skip counting and measurement, using equipment around the 

room and from our new Maths trollies. Thinking problems through as independently 

as possible, selecting their own equipment and then discussing strategies they`ve used 

are skills that we will work on all year. A great start.  

Year 2 

In Year 2 we are continuing to read and write narratives, while learning good work habits. In Writing, Year 2 students 

are learning to use their ‘Author’s Voice’ and make excellent word choices to enhance their writing. They are 

considering their audience and trying hard to write entertaining stories. In Reading, students are learning to track 

their thinking as they read, by recording their wonderings, questions, connections and new words on sticky notes. 

They are then sorting through their notes and selecting sticky notes with powerful questions and ideas which they 

are writing about, deepening their understanding of texts. 

In Maths we have been practising skip counting by 2s, 5s and 10s starting from different numbers. Students will soon 

bring home a skip counting pattern to practise during the week. Next week we will begin learning about different 

ways we can measure length and area, a hands on unit promises to be a lot of fun. You can support your child at 

home by investigating different types of measurement in everyday life, for example how many steps from the door 

to the car and how many spoons long the kitchen bench is. 

In Science we continue to learn about earth’s resources, and hope that students are practising the 3 R’s (Reduce, 

Reuse, Recycle) at home. This week we started looking at water, and we will be investigated how water is used, 

stored and conserved in the coming weeks. 

Middle School  

On a Monday afternoon all 3/4 students are participating in level P.E together. This is to encourage social skills such 

as team building, sportsmanship, resilience and cooperation. 

Year 3  

Over the last two weeks, students have been revisiting how to choose a ‘Just Right’ book. Students have been 

participating in reading conferences with their teacher to create an individualised reading goal. As a class, we have 

been reading and discussing the text ‘Charlotte’s Web’. Students enjoy listening to the story as well as participating 

in class discussions where they have made predictions and shared their thoughts using evidence from the text.  

Students are beginning to explore the features of a narrative text. Students discussed their favourite stories and 

identified what it is about these stories that make them engaging to an audience. We have explored how to use 

descriptive language to help the reader visualise the story.   

During Mathematics, students are continuing to explore place value and have been partitioning, expanding and 

rounding numbers to the nearest 10 and 100. Students have been completing daily mental maths sums to revisit past 

topics.   



 

 

Year 4  

Students have been further developing their understanding of the Reader’s Workshop model and choosing ‘Just 

Right’ books. We are encouraging students to read nightly and record the title and page numbers in their diary. We 

are exploring different genres and authors within the class. We are currently reading Roald Dahl’s ‘The Witches’ as a 

class novel. 

We are beginning to examine the text structure of narratives. Students are identifying the orientation, complication, 

sequence of events and resolution. During choice writing time students are beginning to incorporate these 

structures in their own story writing. 

Over the last two weeks students have been discovering regular and irregular shapes with a further focus on 2D and 

3D shape features. Students enjoyed the open ended task of designing a zoo using their developing knowledge of 

area. Every day the students are working on their individual times tables goals. We ask that they continue to practice 

regularly at home to improve their automatic recall. 

 

Senior School  

Growth Mindset 

As we mentioned during the Senior School Information Evening we are maintaining a specific focus on the Growth 

Mindset of learners and the characteristics associated with this. We are extremely pleased to see many of our 

students in the Senior School adopting a Growth Mindset. 

Some traits of a learner with a Growth Mindset include: embracing a challenge, displaying persistence, learning from 

mistakes, taking risks in their learning, taking on board peer/teacher feedback and always striving to improve. 

Canberra Tour 

The Year 6 Canberra Tour is fast approaching and this is a friendly reminder to ensure you’ve logged onto Compass 

and completed the payment process for the tour. 

This is an exciting and enjoyable tour which reinforces learning at school in the Civics and Citizenship unit. 

Shortly you will receive notices regarding ‘What to bring’ and luggage dimensions. We appreciate the medical forms 

being returned promptly.  

Buddies 

This week our Year 6 students continued to develop relationships with their Foundation buddies. On Tuesday and 

Friday, the Year 6 students visited the Foundation students and sat down with them and had lunch together, chatting 

about their start to school. Being a buddy is an important leadership role for every Year 6 student and we’ve been 

impressed with their start to the program. 

Information Evening 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Senior School Information Evening. We hope you found it informative and 

that we answered your questions for the year ahead. We are excited for an action packed year in the Senior School. 

Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Parent/Teacher interviews are next week, Monday 25th 3:45-8:00 pm and Thursday 28th 3:45-5:00 pm. Please book 

online via Compass. These interviews are 15 minute time slots.    

 



 

 

Numeracy at Ruskin Park 

‘No one is born knowing math and no one is born lacking the ability to learn math.’ (Mathematical Mindset, Jo 

Boaler, 2016) 

Most students learn best when their learning experiences are authentic. So why not create a Maths poster all about 

YOU!  Grownups you can get involved in this also.  Discuss, share and embrace this experience. 

Task: 

Write 5 (or more) number facts all about you! Some examples might be … 

1. My house number is 15 

2. My shoe size is 12 

3. I have 3 brothers 

Need something a little more challenging …………   

Create mystery numbers all about you.  Some examples might be … 

1. My house number is an odd number.  It is between 10 and 20.  It is 5 x 3. What’s my house number? 

2. My shoe size is an even number. It is half of 24. What’s my shoe size? 

3. My birthday is the third month of summer.  The number is odd.  When I look at my number it is parallel. 

When is my birthday? 

Share with your year level, share with your teacher, or create it just for you. Enjoy! 

The Art Spot! 
We have been busy this year already in the Art room! 

Foundation: The foundation students have had a look at portraits and drawn their own self portrait. These are 

hanging outside the Art room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1: In Year 1 we looked at Van Gogh’s sunflowers and played a game to help us illustrate our own interpretation 

of his famous Sunflowers. 

 



 

 

OSHC NEWS 

This year the OSHC program is using the library and art room as well as our OSHC room in order to accommodate our 

increased enrolments. 

On Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday our Year 5 and 6 children are based in the library where they can 

engage in a variety of activities of their choice, do some homework and unwind after school.  

On Tuesdays, we are using the art room to run art workshops, which are open to all interested OSHC children. This 

term we have also planned several art incursions with “Mrs Maker”.   

Our first incursion with Mrs Maker, “Masks made from Recycled Materials”, held on Tuesday 12th February was lots 

of fun and enjoyed by the children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next incursion with Mrs Maker will be held on Thursday 28th February.  We will be making and experimenting 

with rubber band propelled aircraft. 

If you have any questions about our new room arrangements please contact the program or have a chat with one of 

our educators 

ASSESSMENT AND RATING VISIT 

On Monday 25th February, an authorised officer from the Victorian Department of Education and Training will visit 

after school care to assess the OSHC program against the Education and Care Services National Regulations and the 

National Quality Standard. 

 

OSHC Educator Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future. 

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE 

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading – Why is it so hard for some kids? Parents searching for answers, join us for an 

information evening to help unlock part of the reading puzzle. 

FREE 6:00 PM Thursday 21st March - Croydon Library ADULT Event 

Event Description Martha Mack (Psychologist and Clinical Director of the Listen and Learn Centre) specialises in 

Educational and Developmental Psychology. 

Martha has helped many people with a variety of difficulties and disorders including auditory processing and 

dyslexia. 

Bridie Archer (Begin Bright – Croydon) uses explicit multisensory structural language teaching to help students in 

primary school from the early stages of literacy. Bridie has many strategies to help children become happy, confident 

readers. 

Bookings Please reserve your place at this event by calling 9800 6448 or book online at www.yourlibrary.com.au 

When & Where 

6:00 PM Thursday 21st March  

Croydon Library  

5 Civic Square  

Croydon  

 

 

Jacelle Joseph Lennie Tahli Hannah 
Sebastian Ester Ollie Scarlett Irin 
Toby Adah Rhys Ryder Donald 
     

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays 

 

https://events.yourlibrary.com.au/flyer?id=7858
https://events.yourlibrary.com.au/flyer?id=7858
https://events.yourlibrary.com.au/flyer?id=7858


 

 

 



 

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


