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Twilight Sports
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where the focus was on fun, participation and teamwork. Year
levels had the oportunity to rotate through a series of activities
with four-way tug of war and the parachute again proving to be
popular. Thank you to Mr McDonald, the staff and also the Family
and Friends Network for leading and supporting the evening.

Grade 6 Cam

As this newsletter is being prepared, our Year Six students are busy exploring our
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system in Australia, the time came to visit Canberra and see firsthand what had been}
discussed in class. Thegre fortunate to spend time with The Homony Smith MP,

who spoke to themabout the role of Government and provided a tour of his office. T
students were also able to fenact some of what occurs in parliament.

The Australiadnstitute of Sport, Australian War Memorial and the Royal Australian
are examples of some of the destinations visited.




We look forward to welcoming the students and teachers back to school on Friday and hearing about their
adventures. | would likeotacknowledge Mrs Pratley, Mr Coffin and Mr McDonald for providing our students with
this opportunity. It is also important to thank Mrs Rainbow who returned to the school to assist.
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Hospital Good Friday Appeal. The cost for wearing casual clothes is a gold coin donation. Families are welcome to
donate more if they would like. Pleasengiyour donation to school on the day and hand it to your classroom
teacher.

The Family and Friends Network are running a colouring competition to raise additional funds for the Good Friday
Appeal. | encourage students to take up the challenge andmesotry forms before Monday 27March.

Family Friends Network
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activities for the year ahead, with a particular focus on Term Two. There wereesarallent ideas shared which will
provide excitement for the students in addition to raising important funds for the school.

| encourage all members of our communitygetinvolved. This is an active group that can make a real difference to
our school.flyou are interested in finding out more information please visit the office and we can put you in touch
with the president, Melissa.

House Athletics

I NBYAYRSNI GKFi aiGdRSyida Ay _SFENB o (2 c oalbeheld Ay

5

at Town Park Athletics Track in Croydon with families encouraged to come along and support the students.
It promises to be an exciting day!
Emergency Drills

It is good practice, and a requirement of the Department of Education to condgotaneemergency drills. There will
normally be one per term and they can include evacuations or lock downs. A practice drill allows staff to review
procedures and prepares students in the unlikely event of an emergency.

On Monday we conducted a lock dowrnill at the school. As expected, the students responded well demonstrating
great maturity and listening carefully to teacher instructions.

Special Religious Instruction

As some of you may be aware, in recent years the regulations regarding SpeciauRétistruction (SRI) in
government schools have changed. In line with these new regulations, we are planning to run Christian SRI classes



for 30 minutes during lunchtime on a Wednesday. If you would like yout thparticipate, pleaseefer to the
information previouslysent to familiessia Compass

Mooroolbark Festival

On Saturday 25March Ruskin Park PS will be holding a stall at the Mooroolbark Festival. | encourage you to come
along and pay us a visit. Further information is included at titead this newsletter.

Baby News

I would like to share with our community the exciting news that Ms Manz and her partner are expecting their first
child. I am sure you will all join with me in congratulating them on this news.

End of Term

A reminder tha Term One concludes on Friday'3arch. The term has passed quickly, and been hugely successful
with a number of school events held. | continue to be impressed with how settled our students are and the learning

that occurs in our classrooms is something a4 K2dzZ R |t f OSt SONIXGS® LG ¢2dzZ Ry
teachers, the engagement of students and the support of our parents.

| wish you all a safe holiday and look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on TudsAayill8

Please remember that Term One concludes on Frida§ Bliarch at 2:30pm.

Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation News | 8

The Foundation students enthusiastically participated in our recent Japanese
Cultural Day activities and they all looked amazing in thetuocoss. Everyone had
an opportunity to watch Japanese traditional stories, play with a wateyoyand
expore symbols associated wittapan. They also
thoroughly enjoyed making and decorating
samurai helmets. | would like to thank our
Japanese interns fdheir assistance because pape
folding can be a little tricky at times.

In English, we are encouraging our students to
become text detectives and to search for clues that will enhance their ab|I|ty to

read simple texts. For instanoge have drawntheir G 6 Sy G A2y G2 GKS Tt KL AY
phrase was repeated three times and all they needed to do w. BT W 4T 8|4 o ka ;

use the picture clue to determine the noun. It is wonderful to s e U e
hear our students alerting us to the presence of high frequenc j‘;'_'i; = ker S e
words in stories we read. So please continue to support our e, T e 4l

program by playing games to o ,

increase their speed and
accuracy in recalling high
frequency words.

To provide inspiration for our
budding witers we have
involved them ira range of




shared experieces and last week Mrs Tozer and Miss Williams recreated the sce
forthe story® SQNB D2 Ay 3 Q29rydhe taolSdif dirlstumss fio enjoy the
sensory experience. Our students swished through wavy grass, balanced on log
stomped through mud, sal and water until they encountered a fierce bear in a car
The Preps loved the fenactment and all you could see were flashes of colour as
they rushed back to their classrooms to hide under the tables. It was a joyous
experience for everyone and it prioled a wealth of ideas for writing.

We have continued to explore simple two repeating patterns in Mathematics. Ou
students have worked coperatively to create simple patterns using a range of
concrete materials such as beads, icy pole sticks and catisinblocks. The Preps
have copied and continued patterns not only in a horizontal format but also in a
circular presentation.
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reinforce the facthat when we do something for the first time it can be difficult but it is important to persist and to
consider other approaches rather than repeat the same action. The Preps also discovered they can learn from eact
other and many of our mudpie experts veeeager to share and demonstrate their techniques. This valuable
experience has inspired our students to persist and to work toward improving their g&ifiularly in writing.

Alaine Beare

FoundationLearning Leader




Foundation Students went on a Bear Hunt

We're goin' ora bear hunt
(We're goin' on a bear hunt)

Uhuh! Sand
Thick heavgand

We're going to catch gz & We can't go over

a big one, it.

(We're going to We can't go under

catch a big onel’)n it.

not scared Oh no!

(I'm not scared) We've got to go

What a beautiful through it!

day! Swishy swashy! Swishy swashy! Swishy swashy!|

(What a beautiful Chorus: We're going on a bear hunt...

day!)

Uh-uh! Uh-uh!

A river! Mud!

A deep cold river. Thick oozy

We can't go over it. mud.

We can'tgo under it. We can't go

Oh no! over it,

We've got to go through We can't go

it! under it.

Splash splosh! Splash Oh no!

splosh! Splash splosh! We've got to go

Chorus: We're going on a through it!

bear hunt... Squelt squerch! Squelch squerch! Squelch squerch!
Chorus: We're going on a bear hunt...

Uh-uh! Uh-uh!

A snowstorm!
A swirling whirling snowstorm.
We can't go over it.

We can't go under it.

Oh no!

A forest!

A big dark forest.
We can't go over it.
We can't go under it.
Oh no!

We've got to go through it! We've got to go through it!
Stumble trip! Stumble trip! Hooo wooo! Hooo wooo! Hooo
Stumble trip! woo0!

ChorusWe're going on a bear

hunt... Chorus: We're going on a bear

hunt...

Uh-uh! A cae!

A narrow gloomy cave.
We can't go over it.

We can't go under it.
We've got to go through it!
Tiptoe! Tiptoe! Tiptoe!
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One shiny wet nose!

Two big furry ears!

Two big goggly eyes!
L¢eQf{ ! 9! wH

Quick!Back through the cavdliptoe! Tiptoe! TiptoeBack through the snowstornoooo woooo! Hoooo woooo! Hoooo
woooo! Back through the foreststumble trip! Stumble trip! Stumble trip!
Back through the mudSquelch squerch! Squelch squerch! Squelch squerch!
Back through the riverSplash splosh! Splash splosh! Splash splosh!
Back through the grasSwishy swashy! Swishy swashy! Swishy swashy!
Get to our front doorOpen the doorUp the stair<Oh no!




JuniorSchool

In the Junior School, Yehstudents seem to have aged very quicklgey even have wrinkles! As part of their
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photos and show what they might look like when they are older. They are exploring the differencsebetid and

new, and how families have changed.

In Maths students continue their hard work on learning numbers to 100. They have been filling in number lines,
ordering numbers, skip counting, and representing numbers in many different ways! In additimirttearning

about calendar time and the seasons, students are also working on time durations, for example working out how
long a familiar activity will take.

In literacy we finish our Mem Fox author focus next week. We have thoroughly enjoyed reaetvgiful picture
0221a AYyOfdzRAY3I Wl dzysAO1Qa 933Q YR WbAIAKAI b2AaASaQd

newsletter!

In class, our continued exploration of nfintion information reports in both reading angiriting sessions has
enabledthe students to produce some outstanding reports, showing a deep understanding of how the genre is
structured. Through our information reports we continue to investigate nouns, moving past common and proper
nouns to work on collective nouns and pronouns.

Year2 students have now learnt a lot about water, from the water cycle to how water is stored and transported. To
finish our unit, students will be learning about the effects of droughts and how we can all conserve water at school
and at home. You can ebpe how you use water at home and consider making some changes to save water and
adzLJLI2 NI @2dzNJ OKAf RQa fSIENYyAy3od

In Maths, students are focussing on solving worded problems and developing their addition strategies. We are also
beginning to explore how weotlect, display and interpret data.

Solving worded Maths problems can be extremely challenging for students at this level and beyond, so we are
teaching students to use the CUBES strategy:

drcle the important numbers

Underline the question,

Box the key waods,

Himinate unnecessary information,

Solve and check the answer makes sense!

It is very important students learn to apply their mathematical knowledge to real life situations and e usihg
this strategy to solve Maths problems through all ourtsimif work this year.



In literacy we have been delighted to see students continually improve the structure and detail of their procedural
texts. We had an amazing time making pancakes in class (yum!) and then students wrote the method tthexach o
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wait to see how they have grown! During free choice writing sessions we have been impressed by the variety of
genres and topic students@rchoosing to explore, and the beautiful langeahey are using to expre®emselves.

We have read many procedural texts in reading sessions, along with some narratives and poems. When reading, w
have focused on two main reading strategies this termnKloud and Summarisation. Students have learnt to find
the key words and the main idea in a text. Their summaries are succinct and show a good undersfaheingxts

they are reading.

The Junior School team wishes you a happy Easter holidays dodkvferward to seeing you in Term 2!

.
e |

Miss Jennifer Clarke
LearningLeader Grade R

Middle School

Year3:

The YeaB students are focussing on addition and
subtraction inMathematics. Students are practising mental
| strategies, written strategie and solving worded problems.

In Literacy,students are reading and writing a variety of

narrative stories. Students have been setting up their
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strategy for the next two weeks simmarising.




