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tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ  

Welcome back! 

¢ŜǊƳ н Ƙŀǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘ ŀ ōǳǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƭŘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŎǳǊōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
our classrooms continuing to be busy and engaging learning spaces.  

ANZAC Day 

We recognised the importance of ANZAC Day with a special ceremony in our school gym. Led by the students, and 
attended by Mr Tony Smith and members of the local RSL, we 
listened to emotive poems and a performance by the senior choir. 
The Last Post and Rouse, as well as the laying of floral tributes 
were also significant moments. Our students were outstanding, 
demonstrating high levels of respect for what is an important time 
of year.  

Congratulations also to members of the senior choir who 
represented Ruskin Park PS at the Croydon RSL ANZAC Ceremony 
last Sunday. They sang a medley of songs and were an important 
part of a special service.     

I would like to acknowledge the Family and Friends Network for 
their support in providing a wonderful morning tea for our 
parents, teachers and special guests.  

Classroom Learning Spaces  

As families returned from the Easter break they would have noticed the installation of new electronic screens in each 
room. The installation came after months of reviewing the use of learning spaces in our classrooms. These screens 
will help to further engage our students and provide learning opportunities not previously possible. As I walk 
through the school it has been pleasing to see these devices used in many different ways with feedback from 
students and teachers overwhelmingly positive.      
 
Studio 
Further major works completed over the holiday period included the creation of a new filming studio. This room, 
ŀŘƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŦƛƭƳ ŎƭǳōΦ Lǘ ǿill utilise green screen 
technology, allowing students to superimpose themselves into different settings. For example, a student who is 
ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ .ŀƭƭŀǊŀǘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǳƴƛǘΣ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ΨƭƛǾŜΩ ŦǊƻƳ {ƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ IƛƭƭΦ  

Upcoming Dates  
 

May 
Monday 1st  
Monday 1st to 
Tuesday 2nd    
Tuesday 2nd  
Thursday 4th  
 
Tuesday 9th to 
Thursday 11th  
Tuesday 9th  
 
Friday 12th  
Monday 15th  
Thursday 25th  
Friday 26th  
 

 

 
House Cross Country 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
 
Year 3 Scienceworks Excursion   
School Photos 
 
NAPLAN 
 
Year 1 and 2 Zoo Excursion 
2018 Foundation Information Night 
Curriculum Day  
School Council 
Education Week Open Night 
District Cross Country 
 

 

June 
Wednesday 7th  
Monday 12th  
Monday 19th  
Friday 30th  
 
 

August 
Wednesday 16th  

 

 
Foundation 2018 Transition 
vǳŜŜƴΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ tǳōƭƛŎ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ 
School Council 
End of Term 2 (2:30pm finish) 
 
 

 
School Concert 

 



 

 

NAPLAN 

Families with students in Years 3 and 5 will shortly receive information regarding the upcoming NAPLAN 

assessments. NAPLAN is scheduled to take place on Tuesday 9, Wednesday 10 and Thursday 11 May. If parents have 

any questions, I encourage them to speak with their ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ    

Parent / Teacher Interviews 

Notices were distributed last week detailing how parents and guardians can book a parent teacher interview through 

Compass. Interviews have been set for this time of year to allow teachers to report on progress made in Term 1 and 

plans for the term ahead. At the end of the term, parents will be provided with a written report.    

House Cross Country 

A reminder to families with students in Years 3 to 6 that our House Cross Country will take place on Monday 1 May 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ммΥолŀƳ ŀƴŘ мǇƳΦ ²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ΨƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻΩ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ 

houses. Parents are welcome to attend.  

Education Week 

Education Week will run from Monday 22 May to Friday 26 May. The committee have been busy arranging a variety 

of special activities, which will include an open night on Thursday 25 May. Further details will be sent to families 

shortly.  

2017 Attitudes to School Survey 

The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training. 

The survey assists schools in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. 

This year the Attitudes to School Survey will be conducted at our school between Monday 22 May to Friday 23 June. 

The survey only takes 20-30 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time. 

Students in Years 4 to 6 will complete the survey.  

Curriculum Day 

A reminder to all families that Friday 12 May is a curriculum day. Students do not attend school on this day. OSHC 

will be running a program for those families that require assistance with supervision. Information about this program 

has already been circulated. 

2018 Foundation Tours and Information Night 

School tours are up and running for prospective families or those with siblings due to commence school in 2018. 

Enrolment forms are available from the office. An information night for 2018 Foundation families will be held on 

Tuesday 9 May commencing at 7pm.   

 

Andrew Moore 

Principal 

 

 

Foundation News  

Last week our students were surprised to discover we now have a wonderful new 
interactive screen in each of the Foundation classrooms. We have been using the 
interactive boards constantly to enhance literacy and numeracy skills. Secondly, much to the students delight the 
Easter Bunny had also visited Ruskin Park during the holidays and everyone received a little treat in the baskets they 
had carefully made with their Grade 6 buddies last term.   



 

 

  
 

This term our students are being encouraged to accept responsibility for their 
learning as they work independently in cooperative groups. Last week we 
began guided reading groups with the focus being on developing reading and 
comprehension strategies. As we worked with targeted groups the remaining 
members of the class worked independently to complete set reading tasks. We 
were very proud of how focussed they were during our reading sessions and 
the fact they accepted responsibility for their own learning.  
 
During library sessions, we will be focussing on the features of picture story 
books. The students will learn about how a narrative is structured and they will 
be encouraged to identify the main characters and retell the main events in a 
ǎǘƻǊȅΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ōƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
child to retell the story by highlighting the main events. 
 
In Mathematics, we are focussing on number lines and developing the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ 

concepts of more and less, and location.  
 
This term our new sŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǳƴƛǘ Ψ!ƳŀȊƛƴƎ !ƴƛƳŀƭǎΩ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ 
living things need to survive. They will make predictions and discover the answers to their own questions. We will be 
encouraging the children to become active learners who engage in experiments 
and participate in discussions conducted by experts. Our students were very 
excited about our visit to The Royal Melbourne Zoo where they had an 
opportunity to compare the habitats of an elephant, penguin, seals and birds to 
discover what they need to survive. The key understandings we will be 
reinforcing throughout our Science unit are:  
 

¶ All living things grow , move and reproduce  

¶ All living things including humans have basic needs for survival. Some 
needs are oxygen, water and food, which are common to all living 
things. Others such as shelter depend on the type of organism and the 
environment they live in.  

¶ Living things have features and characteristics that help them survive 

¶ To survive, many animals shelter from extreme temperature and 
predators. 

¶ Fresh water must be taken in to keep the body hydrated. 

The skills the children will have an opportunity to develop are as follows: 
 

1. Predicting (stand out ς record keeping and display so it is a visual 
reminder) 

2. Observing (what can you see that someone else might notice?) 
3. Questioning and finding answers 

 
We are looking forward to sharing information about our excursion in the 
next newsletter. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Junior School 

The Junior School is very excited about our upcoming excursion to Melbourne Zoo! This excursion will complement 

ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ ƭƛŦŜ ŎȅŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ .ƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǳƴƛt. We are also 

excited to see so many families signing permission forms and paying online using COMPASS. 

Lƴ DǊŀŘŜ м ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ¢ŜǊƳ н ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ǎǘǳŘȅΧ 5ǊΦ {ŜǳǎǎΗ όL Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ DǊŜŜƴ 9ƎƎǎ ŀƴŘ IŀƳΗύ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ 

continuing to read and write information texts, following on from Term 1. To build better spelling skills students are 

also engaging in many learning tasks and games focusing on rhyme. You can help at home by saying a sound (such as 

ΨŀȅΩ ƻǊ ΨŀǘΩύ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊƘȅƳe with that sound. This can be a fun game to play in the 

car or a way to pass time when waiting in a queue. 

In Maths students are working on understanding place value in numbers to one hundred. They are partitioning 

numbers and exploring where numbers are on number lines and using five and ten frames. Students are also 

exploring the language of location, and how to give simple directions including using a map. 

In Grade 2 students are learning about aboriginal culture by reading Dream Time stories. Students are learning to 

write retells of different stories we know and have read, focusing on engaging language and well-structured texts. 

In Maths we are exploring subtraction and how it relates to addition. We are exploring maps and directions, which 

will come in handy when we visit the zoo! You can help at home by exploring maps of the world, Australia or your 

local area. Seating maps of the MCG, theatres or even of your house would be interesting too! We would love to see 

students bringing some maps in to share with the class. 

Middle School  

The Middle School teachers would like to welcome 

all of our families back for Term 2 and hope 

everyone had a fantastic holiday. We have an 

exciting term ahead! The teachers are looking 

forward to meeting with parents and guardians 

next week during parent teacher interviews. We 

would like to thank the Grade 3 and 4 students for 

showing great respect last week during the ANZAC 

ceremony.  

 

Grade 3: 

The Grade 3 students are focussing on 

multiplication and times tables in Mathematics this fortnight. Times tables will be an ongoing process for most of 

the year. Students are practising mental strategies, written strategies and solving worded problems. We have also 

been revising telling the time to the minute on an analogue clock.  

In Literacy, students are reading and writing a variety of persuasive pieces. We have been focusing on the 

structure of a persuasive piece of writing as well as using persuasive language to persuade the audience. The reading 

strategy that we are focussing on is text structure.  

This term in Science, the Grade 3 students will be exploring forces and simple machines in Physical Science. 

Next Tuesday (2nd of May) we will be heading to Scienceworks where we will take part in an interactive Ψsimple 

machinesΩ show.  



 

 

Homework has gone home this week for the first time this term. We strongly encourage all students to be 

reading at least 4 nights each week and to record their reading in their student diaries.  

Grade 4: 

In Mathematics this fortnight the Grade 4 students are focussing on measurement and units of 

measurement, including centimetres to metres, millilitres to litres and grams to kilograms. They will also be looking 

at telling time using an analogue clock.  

In Literacy students have been learning how to set out a 

personal letter. In conjunction with learning about Anzac Day 

and Gallipoli they have been using the knowledge of how to set 

out a personal letter and to write a letter home from the point 

of view of an ANZAC soldier in Gallipoli in 1915. Students have 

also been refining their skills in writing Persuasive texts. 

This term in Science Grade 4 students are doing a unit 

called Material World. We will be looking at many different 

types of materials and the characteristics of different materials 

that make them suitable for different uses and purposes. 

Our regular Homework routine is back in action as of 

this week and students are also encouraged to read regularly. 

Students should be recording their home reading in their diaries, 

writing (neatly) the title of the book and how long they read. 

Students should also be bringing their diaries to school every 

ŘŀȅΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛŀǊƛŜǎΦ 

Students are also encouraged to practise their times tables and 

number facts regularly, either alone, or with help from a family 

member.  

The Grade 4 students have also started learning their songs for the school concert, which they are very 

excited about. The song choices are top secret at the moment! J  

 

Senior School 

Curriculum 
Writing 

This term we have started with students developing their narrative 

writing skills. It has been wonderful to see students focusing during 

modelled writing lessons and applying themselves. Particularly 

pleasing to see, has been the number of children wishing to share 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ !ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ /ƘŀƛǊ ǘƛƳŜ όǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƛƳŜύΦ  

You can support your child at home by encouraging them to think 

how to best create a vision for the reader, i.e. using interesting 

adjectives, and supporting them to read various texts which will 

develop their vocabulary banks.  

 

Interschool Sport 

The Winter Interschool Sports program commences this Friday 28th 

April. We are hosting Montrose Primary School. Please ensure your 

child has their sports uniform for the event and a towel and warm 

clothes. 

Sports include: 



 

 

¶ AFL  

¶ Newcomb 

¶ Netball 

¶ Soccer 

  

Transition 

Secondary School Information 

Welcome to the season of Open Nights!  You will no doubt have noticed that most Secondary Schools in our area are 

holding their Open Nights this month. We encourage all families and students to attend these events as they are a 

fantastic opportunity to see and hear what schools have to offer. If you are unsure of when an Open Night is 

occurring there are several notices on the windows between the two Grade 6 classrooms or contact Mrs Pratley 

(transition co-ordinator).  

All Grade 6 students will have now received their Year 6 ς Year 7 Parent Transition Packs. We encourage you to read 

these carefully and take note of important information and dates. These forms are due back to school no later than 

May 12th. Any student who does not return their paperwork will be allocated to their designated school. If you have 

any concerns or qǳŜǊƛŜǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ aǊǎ tǊŀǘƭŜȅ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ 

 

Grade 5 Yarra Hills visit 

Last week the Grade Five students headed to Yarra Hills Secondary College for a transition session. 

They participated in a range of activities with students from other schools to get a taste of what high school is like. 

First up was an information session that welcomed the students and gave them an overview of what the first year of 

Yarra Hills Secondary College entails. Next up was a Science lesson on Botany where students were able to make a 

terrarium, followed by a Food Technology class where students worked with a partner to create a healthy couscous 

salad. 

The Grade 5 students had a great experience as they learned a great deal about their education after primary school. 

 

News from past students 

We were pleased to hear that Angelina, a graduate from 2016, has received a leadership role at Aquinas College. 

Angelina has been appointed as class captain for MacKillop. We would like to congratulate Angelina and wish her 

every success in this exciting role.   

OSHC News 

CURRICULUM DAY PROGRAM ς Friday 12th May 2017 

We will be running an all-day Curriculum Day Program on Friday 12th May 2017. The Program 

will operate from 7.00am - 6.30pm and we can take a maximum of 49 children. 

We have planned an excursion to Ceres Community Environment Park in Brunswick where we 

will participate in an Aboriginal Cultural Experience.  The children will have an opportunity to 

learn about Aboriginal stories, boomerangs and bush tucker. 

Curriculum Day booking forms are now available from the OSHC Program.  This Curriculum Day program is open to 

all families however if you have not used the OSHC program this year you will need to enrol your child/children in 

the OSHC program before the curriculum day.  Details on how to enrol are available on the OSHC page of the Ruskin 

Park Primary School website. 

OSHC Educator Team 



 

 

Garden Club 

Welcome back to another term of discovery in the garden! I love autumn and winter in the vegi patch as it is the 

promise of crisp mornings, cherry red noses, and preparation for new growth.  This term we will be concentrating on 

rearranging the vegi beds, planting some winter vegies, building up the soil for our spring planting and simply 

exploring what Mother Nature gifts us. 

 

There are a couple of extra special activities we are engaging in too! Perhaps you have noticed the two large wooden 

crates outside Mr CoffinΩǎ ǊƻƻƳΚ ²ŜƭƭΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻydon library 

(thanks to Ajne) and I would LOVE to share with you how to create wicking beds out of them!  Wicking beds are an 

extremely sustainable type of garden bed, not unlike the self-watering ǇƻǘǎΧΦōǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǎŎŀƭŜΧ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǊƎŜƻǳǎ 

fragrant herbs will grow beautifully in theƳΦ  IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ aǊǎ tǊŀǘƭŜȅΩǎ 

ŀƴŘ aǊ /ƻŦŦƛƴΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛll be easily maintained by the gardener! 

 

The next special development is NATIONAL SCHOOLS TREE PLANTING DAY.  This will be the fifth year we have 

participated in this important event, and we once again have the gracious sponsorship of Yarra Valley Toyota and 

Maroondah Council.  This year I am including a call out to any parents who may be interested in being trained to 

coordinate this event in the coming years.  It's a terrific event in which over a hundred of our students participate, 

whilst improving our environment.  Please contact Andrew or myself if you are interested.  

 

Indeed if you are interested in participating in garden club in any ǿŀȅΧ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜ, you 

can contact me (Pauline) at Marigold3136@gmail.com or leave a note at the office. 

 

Thank you 

Pauline, Rachael & Gemma (Garden Club volunteers) 

 

 

Second Hand Uniform 
Please be aware that a second hand uniform sale is scheduled for the afternoon of Monday 8th of May.  

 

Birthdays 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ngun Tha Vang Jackson Pierson Ruby 

Trysten Chloe Hunter Leah 

Austin Sarah Holy Tyler 

Brodie Ella Riley Brianna 

Mary Tristan Yuanna Alexander 

Ngun Cer Charlie Matthew Evan 

Harley Sigourney Rosy Townes 

Ryan Summer Delan Nathan 

Chloe Keeley Millie Cooper 

Aleah Adam Devanshi  

mailto:3126@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION  

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future.  

THE  RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE  

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every year Irabina runs an Auskick Program designed specifically 

 to provide children with Autism the opportunity to gain the  

confidence and skills they need to play in a supported  

environment, run to their individual needs and requirements.  

 

The program actively encourages parents and carers to  

participate with their children and to create bonds with  

other parents and carers in similar situations to themselves.  

 

The program will run over 10 -12 weeks every Saturday from  

9 ï 10.30am commencing on Saturday 22nd April and is run  

by a coach, a team of volunteers and staff.  

 

To register please go on http://www.aflauskick.com.au/ 

 scroll down to the Centre Locator and search for Irabina.  

 

For more information email miriamh@irabina.com  

or call 9720 1118.  

 

http://www.aflauskick.com.au/
mailto:miriamh@irabina.com

