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Welcome back!
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our classrooms continuing to be busy and engaging learning spaces.
ANZAC Day

We recognised tl importance of ANZAC Day with a special ceremony in our school gym. Led by the students, and
attended by Mr Tony Smith and members of the local RSL, we
listened to emotive poems and a performance by the senior choir.
The Last Post and Rouse, as asthe laying of floral tributes

were also significant moments. Our students were outstanding,
demonstrating high levels of respect for what is an important time
of year.

Congratulations also to members of the senior choir who

represented Ruskin Park PS at theydom RSL ANZAC Ceremon
last Sunday. They sang a medley of songs and were an importa
part of a special service.

I would like to acknowledge the Family and Friends Network for 3
their support in providing a wonderful morning tea for our :
parents, teaches and special guests.

Classroom Learning Spaces

As families returned from the Easter break they would have noticed the installation of new electronic screens in eac
room. The installation came after months of reviewing the use of learning spacesdfassirooms. These screens

will help to further engage our students and provide learning opportunities not previously possible. As | walk
through the school it has been pleasing to see these devices used in many different ways with feedback from
students anl teachers overwhelmingly positive.

Studio

Further major works completed over the holiday period included the creation of a new filming studio. This room,
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technology, allowing students to superimpose themselves into different settings. For example, a student who is
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NAPLAN

Familieswith students in Years 3 and 5 will shortly receive information regarding the upcoming NAPLAN
assessments. NAPLAN is scheduled to take place on Tuesday 9, Wednesday 10 and Thursday 11 May. If parents |
any questions, | encourage them to speak with tti@iK A f RQa Of I aaNR22Y (S OKSNJ 2NJ Y

Parent/ Teacher Interviews

Noticeswere distributel last week detailing how parents and guardians can book a parent teacher interviewgth
Conpass. Interviews have been det this time of year to allow teachete report on progress made in Term 1 and
plans for the term ahead. At the end of the term, parents will be provided with a written report.

House Cross Country

A reminder to families withtadents in Years 3 to 6 that otfouse Cross Country will takepé on Monday 1 May
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houses. Paremstare welcome to attend.

Education Week

Education Week will run from Monday 22 May to Friday 26 May. The cdemtiive been busy arranging a variety
of special activities, which will include an open night on Thursday 25 May. Further details will be sent to families
shortly.

2017 Attitudes to School Survey

The Attitudes to SchooluBrey is an annual student surveffered by the Department of Education and Training.
The survey assists schools in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school.

This year the Attitudes to Schoolisrey will be conducted at our school between Monday 22 Malfriday 23 June.
The survey only takes ZZD minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time.

Students in Years 4 to 6 will complete the survey.

Curriculum Day

A remider to all families that Friday 12 M#&ya curriculum day. Students do not attend schaotliis day. OSHC
will be running a program for those families that require assistance with supervision. Information about this progran
has alreagl been circulated.

2018FoundationTours and Information hght

School tours are up ahrunning forprospectivefamilies or those with siblings due to camence school in 2018.
Enrolmentforms are available fronhe office.Aninformationnight for 2018~oundationfamilieswill be held on
Tuesday 9 Magommencing at 7pm.

Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation News

Last week our sidents were surprised to discover we now have a wonderful new
interactive screen in each of the Foundation classrooms. We have been using the
interactive boards constantly to enhance literacy and numeracy skdlsondly, much to the studentielight the

Easter Bunny had also visited Ruskin Park during the holidays and everyone received a little treat in the baskets the
had carefully made with their Grade 6 buddies last term.




This term our students are being encouraged to accept responsibilitéar t
learning as they work independently in cooperative groups. Last week we
began guided reading groups with the focus being on developing reading and
comprehension strategies. As we worked with targeted groups the remaining
members of the class workeddapendently to complete set reading tasks. We
were very proud of how focussed they were during our reading sessions and
the fact they accepted responsibility for their own learning.

During library sessions, we will be focussing on the features of pistarg

books. The students will learn about how a narrative is structured and they will
be encouraged to identify the main characters and retell the main events in a
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child to retdl the story by highlighting the main events.

In Mathematics, we are focussing on number lines and developing the
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concepts of more and less, and location.
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living things need to survive. They will make predictions and discover the answers to their own questions. We will b
encouraging the children to become activareers who engage in experiments__ : -
and participate in discussions conducted by experts. Our studesrsvery e ""U'
excited about our visit to The Royal Melbourne Zoo where tiaan \ ; d b
opportunity to compare the habitats of an elephant, penguin, seals and hird '

discover what they need to survive. The key understandings wéavill
reinforcing throughout our 8ence unit are:

1 Allliving things grow , move and reproduce

1 All living things including humans have basic needs for survival. So
needs are oxygen, wett and food, which are common to all living
things. Others such as shelter depend on the type of organism and {
environment they live in.

1 Living things have features and characteristics that help them survi

1 To survive, many animals shelter from extestemperature and
predators.

9 Fresh water must be taken in to keep the body hydrated.

pr - The skills the children will have an opportunity to develop are as follows:

1. Predicting (stand out record keeping and display so it is a visual
reminder)

2. Observing (what can you see that someone else might notice?)

3. Questioning and finding answers

We arelooking forward to sharing information about our excursion in the
next newsletter.




JuniorSchool

The Junior School is very excited about our upcoming excursion to Melbourne Zoo! This excursion will complement
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excited to see so many families signing permission forms and paying online using COMPASS.
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continuing to read and write informati texts, following on from Term 1. To build better spelling skills students are
also engaging in many learning tasks and games focusing on rhyme. You can help at home by saying a sound (suc
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car or a way to pass time when waiting in a queue.

In Maths students are working on understanding place value in numbers to one hundred. They are partitioning
numbers and exploring kere numbers ar®n number lines and using five and ten frames. Students are also
exploring the language of location, and how to give simple directions including using a map.

In Grade 2 students are ledng about aboriginal culture by reading Dream Time stories. Studemtigarning to
write retells of different stories we know and have read, focusing on engaging language astrwotlired texts.

In Maths we are exploring subtraction and how it relates to addition. We are exploring maps and directions, which
will come inhandy when we visit the zoo! You can help at home by exploring maps of the world, Australia or your
local area. Seating maps of the MCtheatres or even of your house would be interesting too! We would love to see
students bringing some mapsto sharewith the class.
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The Middle School teachers would like to welcom.
all of our families back for Term 2 and hope
everyone had a fantastic holiday. We have an
exciting term aheadThe teachers are looking
forward to meeting with parents and guardians
next week during parent teacher interviews. We 5 -8
would like to thank the Grade 3 and 4 students for, ,ﬁ
showing great respect last week during the ANZA§:
ceremony.

Grade 3:

The Grade 3 stuehts are focussing on
multiplication and times tables ikathematicsthis fortnight Times tables will be an ongoing process for most of
the year. Students are practising mental strategies, written strategies and solving worded problems. We have also
beenrevising telling the time to the minute on an analogue clock.

In Literacy,students are reading and writing a variety of persuasive pieces. We have been focusing on the
structure of a persuasive piece of writing as well as using persuasive languagsuadeethe audience. The reading
strategy that we are focussiman istext structure.

This term inSciencethe Grade 3 students will be exploring forces and simple machirekyisical Science
Next Tuesday (2 of May)we will be heading to Sciencewkswhere we will take part in an interactivdimple
machines§show.



Homeworkhas gone home this week for the first time this term. We strongly encourage all students to be
reading at least 4 nights each week and to record their reading in their studergdiari
Grade 4:

In Mathematicsthis fortnight the Grae 4 students are focussing on measurement and units of
measurement, including centimetres to metres, millilitres to litres and grams to kilograms. They will also be looking
at telling time using an anajme clock.

In Literacystudents have been learning how to set out a
personal letter. In conjunction with learning about Anzac Day
and Gallipoli they have been using the knowledge of how to set
out a personal letteandto write a letter home from the poin
of view of an ANZAC soldier in Gallipoli in 1915. Students have
also been refining their skills in writing Persuasive texts.

This term inScienceGrade 4 students are doing a unit
called Material World. We will be looking at many different
types of materals and the characteristics of different materials
that make them suitable for different uses and purposes.

Our regulaHomeworkroutine is back in action as of
this week and students are also encouraged to read regularly.
Students should be recording tindhome reading in their diaries,
writing (neatly) the title of the book and how long they read.
Students should also be bringing their diaries to school every
RFed tfSFrasS AyAGAIFf @2dzNJ OKAfF
Students are also encouragedpeactise their times tables and
number facts regularly, either alone, or with help from a family
member.

The Gade 4 students have also staddéearning their songs for the schoarcert, which they are very
excited about. The song choices are top seateghe moment!J

Senior Shool

Curriculum
Writing

This term we have started with students developing their narrative
writing skills. It hakeen wonderful to see studentscusing during
modelled writing lessons and alying themselves. Particularly
pleasing to seghas been the number of children wishing to share
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You can support your child at home by encouraging them to think
how to best create a vision for tlreader, i.e. using interesting
adjectives, and supporting them to read various texts which will
develop their vocabulary banks.

Interschool Sport

The Winter Interschool Sparfprogram commences this Frid2g"
April. We are hosting Montrose Primaryh8ol. Please ensure your
child has their sports uniform for the event and a towel and warm
clothes.

Sports include:



1 AFL

T Newcomb

1 Netball

M1 Soccer
Transition

Secondary School Information

Welcome to the season of Open Nights! You will no doubt have natieddnost Secondary Schools in our area are
holding their Open Nights this month. We encourage all families and students to attend these events as they are a
fantastic opportunity to see and hear what schools have to offer. If you are unsure of when arN@jbe is

occurring there are several notices on the windows between the two Grade 6 classrooms or contact Mrs Pratley
(transition coeordinator).

All Grade 6 students will have now received their Yealr@ar 7 Parent Transition Packs. We encouragdo/oead

these carefully and take note of important information and dates. These forms are due back to school no later than
May 12". Any student who does not return their paperwork will be allocated to their designated school. If you have
any concernsordgSNA Sa LJX S asS R2y Qi KSaAdladS G2 Oz2ydl O4 aNa

Grade 5 Yarra Hills visit

Last week the Grade Five students headed to Yarra Hills Secondary College for a transition session.

They participated in a range of activities with stutefrom other schools to get a taste of what high school is like.

First up was an information session that welcomed the students and gave them an overview of what the first year o
Yarra Hills Secondary College entails. Next up was a Science lessonnynvBatige students were able to make a
terrarium, followed by a Food Technology class where students worked with a partner to create a healthy couscous
salad.

The Grade 5 students had a great experience as they learned a great deal about their educatiprirafiry hool.

News from past students

We were pleased to hear that Angelina, a graduate from 2016, hasestaileadership role at Aquinas College.
Angelina has been appointed as class captain for MacKillop. We would like to congratulate Angelina and wish her
every success in this exciting role.

OSHC News

CURRICULUM DAY PROGRAMday 12" May 2017
We will be running an atlay Curriculum Day Program on Frida{} May 2017. The Program -l
will operate from7.00am- 6.30pmand we ca take a maximum of 49 children.

We have planned an excursion to Ceres Community Environment Park in Brunswick where we
will participate in an Aboriginal Cultural Experience. The children will have an opportunity to 4
learn about Aboriginal stories, boomergs and bush tucker.

Curriculum Day booking forms are now available from the OSHC Program. This Curriculum Day program is open t
all families however if you have not used the OSHC program this year you will rewltgour child/children in

the OSHCmpgrambefore the curriculum day. Details on how to enrol are available on the OSHC page of thre Rusk
Park Primary School website.

OSHC Educator Team



Garden Club

Welcome back to another term of discovery in the garden! | love autumn and winter in th@ateh as it is the

promise of crisp mornings, cherry red noses, and preparation for new growth. This term we will be concentrating or
rearranging the vegi beds, planting some winter vegies, building up the soil for our spring planting and simply
exploiing whatMother Naturegifts us

There are a couple of extra special activities we are engaging in too! Perhaps you have noticed the twoddeye w
crates outside MrCoffRd NR2YK 2SSt f3x ¢S gSNB SEGNBYSt eydoh#ibkalydzy |
(thanksto Ajne) and | would LOVE to share with you how to creriteking bedsout of them! Wicking beds are an
extremely sustainable type oigden bed, not unlike theelfwateringlLJ2 G a X do dzi 2y | £ NEHSNJ
fragrant herbs will grow beautifully in thed | 21LISTFdAf t & GKAA gAff SyKFyOS GK
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The next special development is NATIONAL SCHOOLS TREE PLANTING DAY. This will be the fifth year we have
participated in this important eventandwe once again have the gracious sponsorship afavalley Toyota and
Maroondah ©uncil. This year | am inclng) a call out to anparents who may be interested in being trained to
coordinate this evenin the coming years. It's a terrific event in which over a huddrieour students participate

whilst improving our environment. Please contact Andrew or myself if you are interested.

Indeed if you are interested in participating in garden club in@hye X R2ylF GAy3 LI | yigB YI i
can contact me (Pauline) at Marig8ltd36 @gmail.conor leave a note at the office.

Thank you
Pauline, Rachael & Gemma (Garden Club volunteers)

Second Hand Uniform

Pleasebe aware thaia second handiniform sale isscheduled fothe afternoon ofMonday8™ of May.

Birthdays
These students have recently celebrated their birthdays

Ngun Tha Vang Jackson Pierson Ruby

Trysten Chloe Hunter Leah ¥ -,
Austin Sarah Holy Tyler {;{\'ji - Ul,:‘ ) ‘\{yy
Brodie Ella Riley Brianna A Ea—=
Mary Tristan Yuanna Alexander 2 v -

Ngun Cer Charlie Matthew Evan

Harley Sigourney Rosy Townes

Ryan Summer Delan Nathan

Chloe Keeley Millie Cooper

Aleah Adam Devanshi
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THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning.

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future.

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect

Learn music

Come and join in the fun of

leaming to play keyboard,

guitar, fiute, clarinet, saxo-

phone, drums, tfrumpet, here ®

at Ruskin Park Primary

School. /

Creative Music for Schools
conducts a music program
here at school each week.

Small group classes or one-to-one
lessons of up to 30 minutes give chil-
dren an excellent grounding in music
where they will learn to read music
and play their chosen instrument.

Tuition costs from $16.20 per lesson and

enrolments are now being accepted for
limited places in term 2, 2017.

Interested parents should call Swee during
office hours on 9818 2333 or email
swee@creativemusic.com.au

CreoﬁveMusic

www.creativemusic.com.au

.

—p—
NORWOOD

SECONDARY COLLEGE

Norwood Secondary College has a long
tradition of academic excellence and is
proud of its outstanding reputation for
fostering personal development, happiness
and future success for all students.

Parents and prospective students are
warmly invited to attend our Open Night.
Discover how your child (and you) can
share in the lifetime benefits of a Norwood
Secondary College education.

OPEN NIGHT 2017

WEDNESDAY, 3 MAY
7PM TO 8.30PM
COMMENCING IN THE COLLEGE HALL

UNABLE TO ATTEND Non;«oodSe;‘:ondlsero'I-Iege
OUR OPEN NIGHT? fosters the values of:

JOIN US FOR A TOUR

RESPECT

ASPIRATION
Parents are encouraged to tour the College — ¥
during February, March, April and May. RESPONSIBILITY
Please contact the General Office on SESE—
9871 0400 to arrange a booking. RESILIENCE

o Byron Street Ringwood VIC 3134
NORWOOD Car parking & on the oval. Please enter from Byron Street.
seconpany GoLLece  Telephone 98710400 Email norwood.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au




H Join us to:
§, O p e n N I g hT e See our new 21st century buildings

N\ \ 7pm, Monday 1st May, 2017 * Find out about our outstanding NAPLAN results
lb Senior Campus Theatre * Investigate our STEAM program opportunities
e a Experience our:
COLLEGE Brentnall Road, Croydon =*P .

s == * Award winning Performances, Music and Bands
BN }“‘ * Innovative Year 7 Launch Pad Program

* Creative German Language Program

D

Junior Campus: Years 7-9
telephone: 9725 8277
Senior Campus: Years 10-12
telephone: 9870 4551

melba.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
www.melba.vic.edu.au

Engage Enrich Empower

Every year Irabina runs an Auskick Program designed specifically
to provide children with Autism the opportunity to gain the
confidence and skills they need to play in a supported
environment, run to their individual needs and requirements.

The program actively encourages parents and carers to
participate with their children and to create bonds with
other parents and carers in similar situations to themselves.

The program will run over 10 -12 weeks every Saturday from
91 10.30am commencing on Saturday 22nd April and is run
by a coach, a team of volunteers and staff.

To register please go on http://www.aflauskick.com.au/
scroll down to the Centre Locator and search for Irabina.

For more information email miriamh@irabina.com
or call 9720 1118.
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